JACK BLEWIT
Before he was twenty rods from the water-side he was
seized on by half-a-score of blacks, or rather tawny Moors,
and by them hauled half-a-mile up into the country, and
thrown with great violence upon his belly, and so com-
pelled to lie till they had stripped him. In the meantime,
more company coming, they were so eager for his poor
canvas apparel that some they tore off, and some they cut
off, and therewith several pieces of his flesh, to his intoler-
able pain, and with those rags they made themselves little
aprons.
Whilst all this was being done, Jack's clothing being very
scarce there, his comrades made the best of their way back
again to their ship, telling the captain what had befallen them,
in having Jack taken from them by savage natives. Blewit
was now sold to a master, who was free to discourse, after
he had learned in less than three months the Tata language,
which is easily attained, being comprehended in few words,
and all the negroes speak it. After being four months in
the country his master presented him to the King of the
Buccaneers, whose name was Esme, who immediately gave
him to his daughter Onijah. When the King went abroad
Jack attended him as his page-of-honour throughout the
whole circuit of his dominions, which was not above twelve
miles; yet his Majesty boasted exceedingly of his power
and strength, and gloried extremely that he had a white
man to attend him, whom he employed to carry his bows
and arrows.
During all the time Jack was a slave to this prince he
never knew him to go abroad and come home sober. But
after two months' service the King of Calanach, called
Mancha, hearing of this white, courted his neighbour
prince to sell him, and accordingly he was sold, for a cow
and a goat. This king was sober, free from the debaucheries
and mischiefs the other was subject to, and would often
inquire of him concerning the head of his country, and
whether the kingdom he was of was bigger than his own,
whose whole dominions were not above twenty-five miles
in length and fifteen miles in breadth.
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